The Ultimate
Guide to Cloud s
Coreer Growth

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee



) KodeKloud

Disclaimer

Amazon Web Services (AWS)®, Microsoft Azure®, Google Cloud Platform (GCP)™, Google Workspace™,
Office 365®, Salesforce®, Dropbox®, IBM Cloud®, Heroku®, AWS Certified Cloud Practitioner®, AWS
Solutions Architect®, AWS Developer®, AWS SysOps Administrator®, AWS DevOps Engineer®, Microsoft
Certified: Azure Fundamentals®, Azure Administrator®, Azure Developer®, Azure Solutions Architect®,
Azure DevOps Engineer®, Google Cloud Digital Leader™, Associate Cloud Engineer™, and Google Cloud
Certified™ are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners, including Amazon,
Microsoft, Google, IBM, Salesforce, and Heroku Inc., in the United States and/or other countries.

KodeKloud is neither affiliated with nor endorsed by Amazon, Microsoft, Google, IBM, Salesforce, Heroku,
or any other trademark holder mentioned in this publication. The use of these logos, certification badges,
trademarks, and brand names is strictly for educational and informational purposes to improve clarity for
readers and learners. Their inclusion does not imply any partnership, sponsorship, or endorsement.

All rights, titles, and interests in these trademarks remain the property of their respective owners.
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Key Benefits

Introduction to
ud Computing

Cloud computing delivers services like servers, storage,
databases, networking, and software over the internet —
offering faster innovation, flexible resources, and cost savings. On-Demand Access to scalable computing resources
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Growing Importance of Cloud

Global spending on public cloud services:
- $561 billion in 2023
- $675 billion in 2024

By 2025, half of the world’s data will reside in public clouds.

The Ultimate Guide to Cloud Career Growth

Cloud & Modern Work

Remote & Hybrid Work Enabler — Access systems
anytime, anywhere.

Collaboration Made Easy — Real-time teamwork

Crucial for IT Professionals — Foundational skill
with booming career opportunities
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Cloud Career
Paths

Cloud computing offers exciting career opportunities with high

demand across all levels — from beginners to senior experts. Salaries are
often above industry average ( $123,000 to $194,000/year for Cloud
Engineers), and you can specialize in various roles like development,

security, administration, or architecture.
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For Freshers (Entry-Level)
Starting a cloud career? Here’s your roadmap:

Learn the Basics
Master fundamental cloud and IT concepts via beginner-
friendly courses.

Earn Entry-Level Certifications
E.g., AWS Cloud Practitioner, Azure AZ-900, Google Cloud
Digital Leader — showcase your foundational knowledge.

Hands-On Practice

Use free cloud tiers to deploy simple apps, databases, or
websites.

Build a Portfolio

Share your projects on GitHub or a personal blog — let
employers see what you’ve built!

Get Internships/Experience

Any tech role (support, IT, dev) with cloud exposure helps
break into the field.

Network with Experts
Join online communities, LinkedIn groups, and local
meetups to learn and find opportunities.

@‘ GOAL: Land junior roles like Cloud Support Associate,

Junior Cloud Engineer, or DevOps Technician.
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For Mid-Level Professionals
accelerate your cloud career

Leverage Existing Skills

Specialize or Diversify

Cloud Engineer (infrastructure & automation)

Cloud Developer (apps & serverless)

Cloud DevOps Engineer (CI/CD pipelines)

Cloud Security Specialist (compliance & protection)

Pursue Advanced Certifications
AWS Solutions Architect, Azure Administrator,
Google Cloud Architect

Lead Cloud Projects
real-world
experience

Mentor and Collaborate

Cloud Architect, Team Lead, or
Consultant

o
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For Senior Professionals (Leadership Roles)

With 8+ years of experience, aim for strategic and
leadership positions:

Cloud Architect & Strategist
Design enterprise-level solutions, optimize costs, and
ensure security.

Specialize in Niche Areas
Deep dive into Cloud Security, Data Engineering, Al/ML, loT
on cloud — gain a competitive edge.

Lead Teams & Drive Innovation
Manage cloud migrations, lead large teams, align solutions
with business goals.

Stay Current & UpskKill
Learn about serverless, edge computing, Al integrations —
cloud evolves fast!

Become a Thought Leader
Write blogs, contribute to open-source, speak at events
— build industry reputation.

GOAL: Take roles like Principal Cloud Architect, Cloud
Practice Manager, or CTO (Cloud).

Final Tip: Cloud is always evolving — continuous learning,
hands-on projects, and active networking are key to long-
term success!
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Cloud
Certifications
Guide

Why Certifications?

Cloud certifications validate your skills and boost job
opportunities.

73% of AWS-certified professionals reported salary
& increases (avg. 27% raise) (source: Jefferson Frank
Careers and Hiring Guide: AWS Edition).

Q Employers value certifications to identify skilled
candidates and promote internal talent.

Q Certifications show technical expertise + commitment
to growth.
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Major Cloud Certification Paths

aws AWS Certifications

Foundational

AWS Certified Cloud Practitioner (start here if you're new)

Associate

Solutions Architect — Associate (most popular)

Developer — Associate SysOps Admin — Associate

Professional

Solutions Architect — Professional

DevOps Engineer — Professional

Specialty

Security Machine Learning Data Analytics

and more.
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‘ Azure Certifications
Role-based — aligned with real job roles.

Fundamentals

=) Microsoft Certified: Azure Fundamentals (AZ-900)
(Perfect Starting Point)

Associate

Microsoft Certified: Azure Administrator Associate (AZ-104)
Microsoft Certified: Azure Developer Associate (AZ-204)

Azure Security Engineer Associate (AZ-500)

Microsoft Certified: Azure Solutions Architect Expert (AZ-305)

Microsoft Certified: Devops Engineer Expert (AZ-400)

The Ultimate Guide to Cloud Career Growth

Google Cloud (GCP) Certifications
c Known for hands-on, practical exams.

Entry-Level

6 Google Cloud Digital Leader

Associate Cloud Engineer

Professional

é OQ\ec\oud(;\%/’/_ﬂt’
Q Cloud Developer

&) cCloud Architect (highly respected) e Data Engineer

and more.
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How to Get Certified (Step-by-Step)

@ Pick the Right Path

e Choose provider (AWS, Azure, GCP) and role
(Architect, Developer, Security)

 Align certification with your career goals and
experience level

@ Study the Exam Blueprint
Download the official exam guide — use it as |
a checklist to study essential domains (e.g., compute,

(5) Schedule & Take the Exam
storage, networking).

e Once scoring high in practice, book the exam (online or
(3) Use Quality Learning Resources in center).
o Courses: KodeKloud and AWS/Azure/GCP Official » Prepare well —exams are proctored with strict
Training guidelines.
e Hands-on Practice: Free tiers & labs — practice real @ Leverage Your Certification
tasks.

e Add to LinkedIn & Resume — boost visibility.

o Apply skills in real-world projects — certification +
experience = powerful combo.

) KodeKloud > « Join cloud communities — stay updated and connected!

e Books & Guides: Official and third-party study guides.

@ Practice with Mock Exams
‘ o Take practice tests to assess readiness and learn
question styles.
e Focus on scenario-based questions — common in
cloud exams.

PRO TIP: Certifications open doors, but hands-on skills
close the deal. Combine learning with real practice
for maximum career impact!
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Hands-0On
Learning: Labs
and Projects

Reading and courses are great, but hands-on

practice is essential to build a successful cloud career. Employers
want candidates who can build and manage real cloud systems,
not just talk about them. Did you know KodeKloud Labs and
Playgrounds give you the perfect hands-on environment to build
real-world experience—right from your browser

Why Hands-On Learning?

@& Bridge Theory and Practice
Cloud is practical — you learn best by doing.

Example: After learning about virtual networks, create a
VPC using KodeKloud Playgrounds to cement your
knowledge.

Hands-on labs improve retention and problem-solving — far
beyond reading or watching videos.

The Ultimate Guide to Cloud Career Growth

Build Confidence and Job-Readiness

launching servers, configuring security, deploying
apps in KodeKloud Labs

You'll feel ready to tackle real projects at work.

Showcase Real Experience

proof of skills

"I deployed and secured an AWS EC2 server in KodeKloud

| Labs to host an app.”

boost your resume and interviews

Learn Beyond Courses

real-world challenges

1
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| Ith
+ Pivoting to Cloud?
KO d e K I O u d - Pick a KodeKloud certification-focused learning path,
then practice with real-world labs — from deploying

servers to securing networks.
Archi d DevObs Endi Cloud C | AWS Certified Solutions Architect S
rchitects and DevOps Engineers to Cloud Consultants. Certification
At KodeKloud, we give you everything you need to start and

grow in your cloud career.
- Microsoft Azure Administrator Certification >

Take Action with KodeKloud
- GCP Cloud Digital Leader >

e Build projects inside KodeKloud Engineer Platform—a
dedicated, real-world IT company-like environment where
you can tackle real-world tasks and enjoy being a DevOps
practitioner. Showcase these projects in interviews!

Cloud offers huge career opportunities — from Cloud

+ New to Cloud?

» Follow KodeKloud'’s Cloud Learning Paths to start from
zero.

KodeKloud'’s Cloud Learning Path

KodeKloud Engineer Platform >

e Use Cloud Playgrounds to launch your first AWS, Azure,
or GCP instance — no setup, no cost surprises.

‘ GCP ‘ AWS ‘ Azure

12
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https://kodekloud.com/cloud-playgrounds/google?utm_source=blog&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=2025-march-cloud-campaign&utm_id=2025-march-cloud-campaign
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https://kodekloud.com/courses/aws-saa/?utm_source=blog&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=2025-march-cloud-campaign&utm_id=2025-march-cloud-campaign
https://kodekloud.com/courses/az-104-microsoft-azure-administrator/?utm_source=blog&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=2025-march-cloud-campaign&utm_id=2025-march-cloud-campaign
https://engineer.kodekloud.com/?utm_source=blog&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=2025-march-cloud-campaign&utm_id=2025-march-cloud-campaign
https://kodekloud.com/courses/gcp-cloud-digital-leader-certification?utm_source=blo[%E2%80%A6]ign=2025-march-cloud-campaign&utm_id=2025-march-cloud-campaign
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+ Already in Cloud?

e Explore advanced labs (e.g., Kubernetes, Terraform, Cl/ TIP
CD).

. KodeKloud Labs > Eve n -I h O u r O
» Mentor others in the KodeKloud community and keep d G y O n KOd e K I O u d
growing your expertise. IO bS O n d P I Oyg rO u n d S

. Join KodeKloud Community > bUiIdS reOI, jOb_reOdy
skills over time.

Stay curious, keep practicing,
and grow with KodeKloud —
your cloud career starts herel
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Why KodeKloud?

90+ 700+ 1,000,000+ 4.8
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